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From the Director
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EDITOR'S FOREWORD
AND BASIC ADVICE

by Andrew Martin
International Master

A 7'&: : ' '.

SIGN UP TODAY up go to http://ecfclub.chesscube.com
The ECF Online Chess Club is taking and do so right away!Other than that,
shape and after nearly a month on the awarm welcome to this rst edition of
road we have members from all over the New Year.

the world. If you haven t yet signed Andrew
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After all the ups and downs of the last
GAME OF THE MONTH couple of years, Kramnik came out
punching in the recent Tal Memorial.
1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 €6 3. g3 ¢5 4. d5 exd5 5.
cxd5 b5 6. e4!?
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V. Kramnik (2785) - Evgeny Alekseev (2716) A sharp idea of Genna Sosonko s.
[A60] White tries nothing less than to refute
Tal Memorial Black s whole opening idea.
Moscow RUSSIA, November 2007 6... Nxed4
Leaving the pawn on e4 is possible,
although Black has to work hard to get
a playable game: 6 Bb7 7. Bg2 d6 8.
a4 b4 9. Nd2 g6 10. Nc4 Ba6 11. Qc2
Bg7 12. Nf3 0 0 13. Nfd2 Nbd7 14.
0 O NDb6 15. Rel Ng4!
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By chipping away at ¢4, with  Ng4-
e5, he hopes to equalize. 16. Ne3 Ne5
17. Bfl. Naturally, exchanging light-
squared Bishops helps White to rees-
tablish control overc4.17 ¢4 18.a5!
Manor,I-Greenfeld,A/Rishon Le Ziyyon
1996, and now | think White is better:
18 Nbd7 (18... ¢3 19. Bxa6! cxd2 20.
Bxd2 Nf3+ 21. Kg2 Nxel+ 22. Rxel Nd7
23. Bxb4+ The Black rooks are not yet
active.) 19. Nexc4 Rc8 20. Qb3 Nc5 21.
Qd1 Nxc4 22. Nxc4 Re8 23. 13=
7.Qe2 Qe7 8. Bg2 Nd6
I wonder what Kramnik had prepared
against the critical 8 f5as playedina
couple of Sosonko s earlier games:
9. Nh3
a) 9. Nc3 Nxc3 10. bxc3 Qxe2+ 11.
Nxe2 Na6 12. 0 0 Rb8 13. Bf4 d6 14.
Bd2 Be7 15. Nf4 Kf7 16. Rfel Bf6 17.
Rab1 Nc7 18. a4 a6 19. Nh5 Be5 20. f4
Bf6 21. Nxf6 Kxf6 22. ¢4 Rb7 23. Ba5 b4
24. Bxc7 Rxc7 25. a5 Bd7 26. Bf1 Re8
27. Rxe8 Bxe8 28. Bd3 Rb7 29. Bc2 g5
30. Kf2 gxf4 31. gxf4 Rg7 32. Rel Bd7
33.Bd1 Rg8 34. Re3 Re8 35. Rxe8 Bxe8
% %o Sosonko,G-Timman,J/Amsterdam
1980;
b) Was 9. d6!? the improvement? 9
Qxd6 (9... Qe6 10. g4! g6 11. gxf5 gxf5
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12. Nc3 This is very sharp stuff. Despite
what the engines say the Black position
Is most precarious.) 10. f3 Nc6 11. fxe4
Nd412.Qd3— 9 b4 10.d6 Qxd6 11.
f3Ba6 12. Qe3 Nc6 13.fxe4 0 0 0 14.
Ng5 % %. Sosonko,G-Barle,J/Ljubljana
1977.

9.Be3 b4

9 ¢4 10. Nc3 a6 11. Bc5 Qxe2+ 12.
Ngxe2[]

10. Bxc5 Qxe2+ 11. Nxe2 Nab6 12. Bxd6
Bxd6 13. Nd2 Rb8 14. Nc4 Be7 15. d6

Although White seems to be push-
ing Black around, he has to be very,very
careful about the potential of the dark-
squared Bishop.

15... Bf6 16. Nf4 Nc5 17. 0-0! Ba6 18.
Nd5 0-0!

But not 18 Bxc4 19. Nxf6+ gxf6
20. Rfc1- when Black s position is a
wreck.

19. Nxf6+ gxf6 20. Bd5 Na4?

20 Rfc8! seems best,after which
White is hard pressed to claim any ad-
vantage: 21. b3 (21. Rfel Nd3 22. Re3
Bxc4 23. Bxc4 Rxc4 (23 Nxb2 24.Bb3
Rb6 (24... a5 25. Re7) 25. Rb1 Nc4 26.
Rcl Rbc6 27. Re7 Nxd6 28. Rxc6 dxc6
29. Rd7 Nb5 30. Rxf7 Kh8 31. Rxf6 c5)
24.Rxd3 Rc2) 21  Bxc4 22. Bxc4 Ned
23. Rfd1 Rb6.

21. Rfc1 Rfe8

Again Black passes on an opportuni-
ty to challenge on the c- le with 21
Rfc8 although it is rather different this
time: 22. Ne3 Nxb2 23. Rc7 Rxc7 24.
dxc7 Rc8 25. Rcl Na4 26. Nf5—
22.Ne3 Rb6 23. Rc7

Kramnik s pieces take up ideal posi-
tions.
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; 23... Rxd6 24. Rd1! Kh8 25. Nf5 Rb6
26. Bxf7 Nxb2 27. Rdxd7

Its over.

[0 1 00 O 53 1 63

[0 1 00 O 53 1 63

[0 1 00 O 53 1 63

[0 1 00 O 53 1 63

[0 1 OO0 O O 0O 21 1
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A couple of Black checks have to be
calculated, but there is really nothing
there for Alekseev.

27... Rel+ 28. Kg2 Bf1+ 29. Kf3 Be2+
30. Kf4 Rb8 31. Bc4 1-0.

Possibly Kramnik has been stung by

the allegations that he is a boring stock
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market player and just wants to show
that he can still trade blows on the cob-

Kasimzhanov-Ponomariov
Moscow Blitz
blestones. CHESS PUZZLE 11 (JANUARY)
[0 1 O O3 O O3 £
[0 1 O O3 O O3 £
[0 1 O O3 O O3 £
[0 1 O O3 O O3 £
[0 1 O O3 O O3 £
[0 1 O O3 O O3 £
[0 1 O O3 O O3 £
[0 1 O O3 O O3 £
[0 1 O O3 O O3 £
[0 1 O O3 O O3 £
White is a piece up, but his Q
and R are under attack. How
does he resolves this situation?

Send entries (before 20th Jan.) to:
manager.coaching@englishchess.org.uk
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